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MEETING AGENDA – PRECIS 

SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 

 
 
The following reports appear as late items with Mayoral approval as information required for 
the preparation of the reports was not available at the time of distribution of the Business 
Paper. 
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Item No: C0820(1) Item 17 

Subject: MAYORAL MINUTE: ICARE PETITION            

From: The Mayor, Councillor Darcy Byrne    

 

 
MOTION: 
 
THAT Council: 
 
1. Writes the NSW Government expressing concern about the recent revelations 

regarding the systemic failures of iCare, including the widespread underpayment of 
injured workers and large-scale increases in executive remuneration; 
 

2. Endorses the United Services Union (USU) petition calling for a total overhaul of the 
iCare worker's compensation scheme (Attachment 1); and 

 
3. Promotes the USU petition through its communication channels. 
 
 
 

Background 
 
Email from Graeme Kelly OAM, United Services Union General Secretary, sent to union 
members: 
 

 

Dear Member, 

 

Sick and injured workers effectively robbed by NSW Government. 

  

52,000 injured workers in NSW have been underpaid up to $80 million in compensation 

for loss of wages. 

 

Following revelations on the ABC’s Four Corners program, the United Services Union 

has joined Unions NSW and opposition political parties to hold the government and iCare 

to account. 

 

At the same time as tens of thousands of workers have been ripped off, iCare senior 

executives are among the highest paid in the public sector. 

 

Please sign our petition calling on the NSW Treasurer Dominic Perrottet to repay injured 

workers, sack iCare's executive management and order executives repay their bonuses.  
 

Prior to iCare being created, there were two people who had an average salary of 

$300,000. There are now 45 people with an average salary of $300,000 and the top 

seven executives earn an average of around $660,000. A confidential NSW Treasury 

briefing says "iCare’s executive team is likely the highest paid in the NSW government 

sector". 
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In 2015, Treasurer Dominic Perrottet created iCare - the agency responsible for NSW's 

workers' compensation scheme. iCare's executive inherited a $4 billion surplus, which 

has disappeared in just 4 years, at the same time they are cutting off compensation for 

injured workers. 

 

iCare provides workers compensation insurance to more than 326,000 businesses and 

insures 3.6 million employees and it answers to Minister Perrottet. 

 

If you get injured at work you deserve to be treated with dignity and respect and receive 

fair compensation which helps you manage your injury and get back to work. 

 

Instead workers are being denied adequate compensation and being forced back to work 

when they are still injured – they are basically given no choice if they want to feed their 

family. 

 

This is a disgraceful betrayal of trust.  
 

 

We are calling on the NSW Treasurer Dominic Perrottet to repay injured workers, sack 

iCare's executive management and order executives repay their bonuses.  

 

Graeme Kelly OAM 

USU General Secretary 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1 Link to the petition: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/tell-the-treasurer-they-need-to-sack-the-
icare-executive  

 

  

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/tell-the-treasurer-they-need-to-sack-the-icare-executive
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/tell-the-treasurer-they-need-to-sack-the-icare-executive
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Item No: C0820(1) Item 18 

Subject: MAYORAL MINUTE: PRATTEN PARK CRICKET NETS AND LIGHTING            

From: The Mayor, Councillor Darcy Byrne    

 

 
MOTION: 
 
THAT Council:  
 
1. Notes the Western Suburbs District Cricket Club (WSDCC) has obtained two grants - 

from Cricket NSW and Cricket Australia, worth $140,000 - to build and upgrade the 
Pratten Park cricket nets at no cost to Council; 

 

2. Allows WSDCC to install the Council approved cricket net upgrade, including the net 
lighting strip, at Pratten Park; and 

 
3. Allocates funds from Council’s tree maintenance budget to the project to cover the 

costs resulting from recommendations by Council’s Arboricultural Impact 
Assessment (Attachment 1). 

 
 

Background 
 
In March 2019, Western Suburbs District Cricket Club (WSDCC) had discussions with Cricket 
NSW regarding improving the quality of the training facility, with the main goal to provide 
safety to park users during WSDCC Pratten Park training sessions.  
 
The Club was concerned that there is a significant risk of park users being injured during 
training, so it paid for protective netting at the ground and positioned A-frame warning signs on 
training days. 
 
In March 2019 initial quotes were procured for new fencing and lighting to make the facility 
safer and more usable. Grant funding from Cricket NSW and Cricket Australia has been made 
available totalling $140 000 for the project with no costs incurred to Council. 
 
The Club and Cricket NSW have been liaising with Council since then on the design of the 
facility.  
 
In June 2020 Council informed the Club that approval had been granted for the project with the 
condition that the lighting proposed to be attached to the new fencing be removed from the 
design. The purpose of the lighting is to allow for the use of the nets by the Club and the 
General public in late afternoon and early evening and to improve visibility and safety for 
general park users. It has been proposed by Council that this lighting be considered in a future 
review of the Plan of Management.  
 
More recently, following an assessment by Council arborists, conditions have been proposed 
which will add approximately $10,000 to the cost of the project. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1.⇩  Arboricultural Impact Assessment report for the Pratten Park cricket nets and lighting 
works 
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