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Item No: C0821(4) Item 28 

Subject: MAYORAL MINUTE: COMPLIANCE LEVIES            

From: The Mayor, Councillor Darcy Byrne    

 

 
MOTION: 
 
THAT Council:  

1. Opposes the NSW Government’s Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Amendment (Compliance Fees) Regulation 2021 legislation (See Background); 

2. Notes the estimated budgetary impact on Council of $1.2 million in the current 
financial year; 

3. Notes that Council has been collecting levies from all development applications with 
a cost of works of over $100K, as per Councils fees and charges; 

4. Writes to the Planning Minister and all State MPs calling on the NSW Government to 
reinstate Council’s ability to collect and retain compliance levies after 31 December 
2021; and 

5. Agrees to contribute to the open letter proposed by the City of Sydney and Local 
Government NSW articulating the local government sector’s opposition to the 
proposal to be funded from Council’s communications budget (See Attachment 2).  

 
 
 

Background 
 
Email to General Manager from LGNSW Chief Executive. 

 
Dear GMs, 
I write to you as the 29 councils in NSW which currently charge compliance levies to support 
your compliance programs. 
 
As you would be aware, earlier this year while councils were finalising their 2022 budgets, the 
Government announced it intends to prohibit council’s ability to charge levies.  Following 
strong advocacy from LGNSW and a number of councils, the Government announced it would 
defer this imposition on councils so it could consult with the sector and introduce a new 
compliance funding regime. 
 
I regret to advise that in the absence of any consultation and despite LGNSW's ongoing 
advocacy, the Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment (Compliance Fees) 
Regulation 2021 has been made today with the effect of prohibiting councils from collecting 
compliance levies after 31 December 2021.  This Regulation was made in the same month the 
Government saw the passage of new legislation which, wait for it, facilitates 'compliance 
levies' for the NSW Building Commissioner's Office.  To rub salt into the wound, councils will 
be required to collect the new compliance levies for the Building Commissioner's Office and 
remit the funds. 
 
LGNSW considers this an outrageous impost on councils which will no doubt add to the 
considerable hardship many councils are experiencing.  LGNSW will be strongly responding to 
the Government's action and requests your assistance by responding to the following 
questions (Note: Apologies if you have already sent LGNSW some of the following 
information.  We ask again to collate the most up to date information): 
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1. Impact on budget (annual cost); 
2. Number of council officer positions directly funded by compliance levies; 
3. Whether the removal of compliance levy funding will likely result in Council's capacity 

to work in partnership with State agencies programs such as - Building Commissioner's 
unsafe buildings and cladding inspections, EPA's 'Building Blitz' and compliance 
associated with DPIE's new 'Short Term Rental Accommodation caps' 

4. Other examples (or case studies) of the type of (proactive and reactive) compliance 
activities your council currently performs, which you expect will be impacted by this 
change. 

 
We strongly encourage councils to adopt Mayoral Minutes which makes representations to 
local State MPs and the Minister condemning the Government's stripping of compliance levy 
funding from your Council.  It would also be most helpful if your council was able to generate 
some local media calling out the Government's action. 
 
Thank you in anticipation. 
Scott Phillips 
Chief Executive 
scott.phillips@lgnsw.org.au 
lgnsw.org.au  
 
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1.⇩  Correspondence with City of Sydney Regarding Infrastructure Contributions - Sydney 
Metropolitan Council Feedback 

  

mailto:scott.phillips@lgnsw.org.au
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Item No: C0821(4) Item 29 

Subject: MAYORAL MINUTE: IMPACTS ON RESIDENTS FROM STATE 
GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS DURING LOCKDOWN            

From: The Mayor, Councillor Darcy Byrne    

 

 
MOTION: 
 
THAT Council:  

1. Write to Transport for NSW and the developers of the former Balmain Leagues Club 
site requesting the carpark on Waterloo Street be reopened to residents (See 
Attachment 1); 

2. Write to the Transport Minister requesting clarification about whether the NSW 
Government intends to compulsorily acquire the former Balmain Leagues Club site 
for the proposed Western Harbour Tunnel project; 

3. Write to the Transport Minister requesting the NSW Government provides suitable 
accommodation to all Inner West residents who have been adversely affected by 
WestConnex and Sydney Metro construction works during lockdown.  

4. Write to the Transport Minister seeking clear criteria for when residents affected by 
construction impacts from State Government projects will be offered respite 
accommodation during the lockdown and request that accommodation sourced 
through Airbnb be included as an option for residents.  

 

 
 

Background 

The streets around the former Balmain Leagues Club and King George Park have been 
greatly impacts for the past 2 years from the construction of WestConnex and recent cabling 
works for the Western Metro.  

Residents are finding it difficult to park their vehicles in the street as parking spots have been 
commandeered for long periods by workers and contractors.  

The Waterloo Street carpark at the back of the former Balmain Leagues Club, which Council 
negotiated the reopening of in 2018, had been providing some additional parking, but has 
recently been closed off to the public.  

I have also had a number of residents that have been impacted by Sydney Metro works in 
Waterloo Street, Rozelle a well as Dulwich Hill. Residents have been experiencing high levels 
of noise and disruption over long periods of time including work which takes place 24 hours a 
day.  
 
 
This situation is not suitable for residents who have to endure constant loud noise, vibration 
and dust during a time when they cannot escape due to the lockdown restrictions.  
 
 
Alternate accommodation offered to residents affected by these various works has now been 
limited to hotel accommodation which if often not appropriate for families including parents 
working from home and homeschooling.  
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Residents in Dulwich Hill affected by 24-hour Metro works have been denied the option of 
alternate accommodation all together. There will be another five weekends of work this year, 
which Sydney Metro will undertake over weekends. Residents have not been advised as to 
whether they will be relocated when these works occur. 
 
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1.⇩  Correspondence Regarding Termination of Free Parking Area Agreement in Waterloo 
Street 
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Item No: C0821(4) Item 30 

Subject: MAYORAL MINUTE: AFGHANISTAN SUPPORT            

From: The Mayor, Councillor Darcy Byrne    

 

 
MOTION: 
 
THAT Council:  
 
1. Notes the correspondence from the Refugee Council of Australia to the Refugee 

Welcome Zone Councils calling on them to support urgent advocacy on Afghanistan 
(See Attachment 1); 

 
2. Supports the practical steps proposed by the Refugee Council of Australia; and 

 
3. Signs the Refugee Council of Australia’s letter to federal parliamentarians about 

Australia's response to the crisis in Afghanistan. 

 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1.⇩  Correspondence from Refugee Council of Australia 
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